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Housing Demolition and its Determinants in Urban China
Huang Jingting & Wu Jing

Abstract: This paper provides the first estimate on the volume of urban housing demolition in China based on the data
of national population censuses. The results show that between 2001 and 2010 over 33 million housing units were
demolished in urban China contributing to 41. 10% of new housing demand during the same interval. The huge housing
demolition was a major driver of the booming housing market during the past decade. Based on the differences of demolition
rate between 283 prefectureevel cities the paper then theoretically and empirically investigates the major determinants of
housing demolition. The overall construction quality of housing stock the density of land development and the degree of
economic development are major factors affecting housing demolition. The predictions based on such results also suggest
that the volume of housing demolition tends to be stable or even slightly decrease in 2011—2020 which would be one of
the demand-side factors affecting the housing market during this period.
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